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DR. K. OMANAKUTTY AMMA

Dr. K. Omanakutty Amma is a distinguished academician, dedicated
teacher and true devotee of Carnatic vocal music with around 70 years of
experience.

2. Born on 24" May, 1943, Dr. Omanakutty comes from a family with three
generations of musicians. She was initially trained by her father and mother,
both accomplished musicians. Later, she received advanced training under
legendary gurus Semmangudi Sreenivasa Iyer and G.N. Balasubrahmanyam.
She dedicated 36 years to academic service, teaching music at Kerala University
and Calicut University. Many of her students have become renowned musicians,
including Padma Bhushan awardee K.S. Chithra. Through her long career, she
has nurtured Carnatic singers worldwide. One of her major contributions was
establishing the Department of Music at Kerala University.

& Dr. Omanakutty is the first woman to be an A-Top Grade artist on All India
Radio. She earned a Ph.D. in Kathakali music and is committed to preserving
Kerala's musical traditions. One of her key projects, Ganakairali, is a concert
series featuring Malayalam Carnatic songs by composers like Maharaja Swathi
Thirunal, Irayimman Thampi, K.C. Kesava Pillai and Kavi Kuttamath and so
on. The 50" episode of this series took place on January 23, 2025.

4. Dr. Omanakutty has been a guiding light for Carnatic music students. Her
legacy comprises of the immense knowledge she inherited from her Gurus which
she has shared with her disciples, thereby ensuring the reach of her sishya
parampara across the globe. Her contributions have enriched Kerala's cultural
heritage, making her a true icon of Indian classical music. She has also actively
used music therapy to help differently-abled children and senior citizens in
retirement homes.

S. Dr. Omanakutty has received numerous prestigious awards, including the
Kendra Sangeetha Nataka Akademi Award and Fellowship, Swathi Puraskaram
from the Kerala Government, the Acharya Award from Madras Music Academy
and the Guruvayurappan Puraskaram.
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